INDIA   ABROAD.
Though we no raorc possess our own Hindu @hipsl
yet our Hindu merchants now go to the different parts
of the world in British or foreign vessels. Perhaps it
was so in the most ancient times also. It does not
appear that Hindu navigation and maritime activity on
the western waters were much. The Phoenician,
Arabian and the Greek vessels frequented India on
trade* Most probably Hindus used to go to the West
In those foreign vessels,
To the east of India however^ Hindu conquest,,
commerce and colonisation were always very great and
almost without a rival Hindu traditions and foreigners18
accounts equally show this.
The Sutra-author Baudhkyana who flourished not
later thaw the sixth century B, C,, says that sea-voyage
i* good for North India but bad for South India,
fin the most ancient times, Bengal rose to the height
of glory. Bengal is an old civilised country, When the
Aryans were in the Panjjub, then even Bengal was
powerful artd civilised. The Aryans, jealous of those
Dravidian Bengalis, abused them as "irreligious noseless
birds,1*'
Before Buddha, Bengalis went to Ceylon with 700
followers and conquered it. Again in the ninth century
A. D, Bengalis attained great political success in India,
But the real glory of Bengal lies in arts, commerce,
agriculture and colonisation* The glories of Ancient
Bengal may be found in Burma, Cambodia, Amm&
Malaya Peninsula, Slam, Java, TIbbet, Mongolia, and
even China,